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Project Overview 

• Purpose: develop a clear, comprehensive, internationally relevant 
conceptual framework of harmful gambling …  
 

• … that addresses a broad set of factors related to population risk 
and resilience. 
 

• As the project sponsor, OPGRC (Ontario Problem Gambling Research 
Centre) is collaborating with an expert panel. 
 

• The framework is outlined in a publication, authored by expert 
panel members, and presented at the OPGRC website. 
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Framework Development Process 

• The framework is being developed through a number of 
facilitated working sessions. 
 

• The first meeting of the group was in September 2011 to 
develop a preliminary framework and project plan. 
 

• Since then, the OPGRC has collaborated on the framework and 
publication with the expert panel via teleconferences, an 
online collaborative portal and email. 
 

• Published in April, 2013 
 
 



Key Outcomes 
The framework is intended to have three key outcomes: 

1. To reflect, at a given point in time, the state of knowledge (across 
disciplines and existing models) regarding factors influencing harmful 
gambling and the relationships among those factors. A living document. 
 

2. To assist service providers, policy makers, regulators, and the public to 
better understand the complex dynamics involved in harmful gambling.  
 

3. To act as a strategic map that can guide the development of future 
research programs and identify areas where research is most needed. 
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Publication in PDF-format 

Abbott, Max, Per Binde, David Hodgins, David Korn, Alexius Pereira, Rachel Volberg & Robert 
Williams (2013). Conceptual Framework of Harmful Gambling: An International Collaboration. 
The Ontario Problem Gambling Research Centre (OPGRC), Guelph, Ontario, Canada. 
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Next Steps 

• Living document – dedicated resources to regularly 
incorporate new evidence, forums on groups of domains 
(e.g., individual vs. external) 

• Contribution  
• Reflect the state of knowledge across scientific 

discipline, geographic region and cultural groups on 
the factors influencing harmful gambling and the 
associations among those factors 

• Guide the research field and external audiences 
 

Contact Gary O’Connor, CEO of OPGRC 
gary@opgrc.org 
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